
The Anglo Scottish Society of Ipswich 
 
Minutes of  56th AGM 21 Sept 2019, held at Rushmere Village Hall , at 
19:00 

 
Present and Apologies 
12 members present. Martin and Gay Tickler, Libby Wragg, Hilary Maidstone, Bridget and  
John Hague, Gillian Barella, Jim Cranmer, Brenda Ashby, Eddie and Elizabeth Moir, John 
Lochner 
 
Apologies were received from Libby Williams, Judith Lochner, Christine Erskine, Mary 
Muncaster, John and Gloria Helliwell, Chris & Agnes Dix, Paul & Carole Dawson, Rose 
Cardwell, Christina Kent 
 
The minutes of the meeting of 22nd Sept, 2018 were amended (a spelling correction was 
made at Gillian Barella’s request) - Gay to amend the electronic copy. Otherwise approved.  
Proposed by John Hague, seconded by Gillian Barella. 
 
Matters Arising 

 Recruitment; notice placed in Parish magazines for 12 parishes around Debenham – 
3 people have responded, 2 have started at Debenham already. 

 The Christmas dance was very well attended on a Sunday afternoon, with numbers 
rising from 46 to 64. There is a steady decline in numbers attending evening dances, 
thus the Sunday afternoon dance at St Albans will be repeated this year 

 
 

Chairmans report 
 

 There is a steady decline in numbers attending dances, in contrast to good class 
attendance. 

 We need to continue to recruit new members 

 Ticket price for dances has increased  to £6.00, this resulted in increased income. St 
Albans remains good value, with no (anticipated) rise in hire charges, which have yet 
to occur. 

 Margery Beaumont has started a new class at Hasketon on Tuesday morning.   

 Hogmanay numbers declining, especially as some have family commitments, the 
increasing average age also means that people are less willing to stay until midnight. 
We have provisionally reserved St Albans on a First Refusal basis for New Years Eve 
2019 

 
Treasurers Report.  
 
John Helliwell to be given a book on butterflies in recognition of his endeavours as 
treasurer, the chairman recorded his grateful thanks.  



 
John Heliwell was not able to attend. The report (which has been scanned into to these 
minutes) was read by the Chair, accepted and adopted;  proposed by Jim Cranmer, 
seconded by Hilary Maidstone. John Lochner was thanked for supervising the accounts. A 
copy of the report will be added to these minutes.  
 
Discussion about AGM being at a class, so that reduction in cost was achieved by not having 
to hire a hall, suggested by Libby Wragg. 
 

  



 



 



Class report 
 
Rushmere (Jim Cranmer) Tuesday afternoon, class, 28 classes, 2 demonstration’s – one at 
dementia café, one at Clarkson Court. 2 new Members this term, average attendance 18. 
Jim thanked John Helliwell for covering the last few classes during his indisposition 
 
Nacton (Gillian Barella). Gillian thanked the other teachers for their support this year, not 
huge numbers, but enthusiastic, concentrated on Book 52, which has been very much 
enjoyed. 
 
Beccles (Hilary Maidstone) is going well, 2 new people have joined following a Wednesday 
night session, numbers have been low due to holidays, but are building up. 
 
Haddiscoe (Hilary Maidstone, Thursday Evenings) has done well over the summer, as people 
cannot dance elsewhere . 3 new people at Haddiscoe, all who have been to other dances.  
 
Hilary has held 6 weeks of classes in Withersdale street (a short course) , 4 people have 
been keen and may go to other classes now.  
 
Debenham (John Lochner and Martin Tickler, Tuesday Evenings) . The class has started again 
this year, Martin and John Lochner  have taken over the running of the class – which has a 
great spirit of fun, we now dance in a bigger hall with a better sound system. 2 new dancers 
with another coming along next week.  
 
Luckenbooth (John Lochner, Friday Evenings, Bury St Edmunds) – a forum that bridges the 
gap between a class and a Saturday type dance, happening on a monthly basis – about 3 
sets attend, despite the need to revise beforehand. 
 
Bury Reel club meets on  Wednesday Evenings, but has taken on a new lease of life 
following Lyn finding a new teacher for the club, and a group has gone to Matlock to dance. 
There will be a joint Christmas function with the Luckenbooth group on Saturday 14th 
December 
 
Ella runs a class in Wickhambrook  
 
Gt Glemham – Ron Smith was not able to attend and give a report. 
 
Marjorie Beaumont has started a new class at Hasketon. 
 
Bredfield (Chris and Agnes Dix, Wednesday Evenings) remains a successful class, which is 
almost bursting at the seams, Gillian Barella reported that Chris has brought the class on 
very well. Chris also does the website, thanks were recorded for this.  
 
Election of officers 
 
Chair Martin Tickler 
Secretary Bridget Hague  



John Helliwell has resigned after many years in the post as treasurer. Gay Tickler agreed to 
be acting treasurer for 1 year, while other candidates are sought. 
 
Future Events  
 
Saturday December 7th 15:30 Christmas dance  
 
Hogmanay, St Albans is reserved as a venue start time to be confirmed. – to ask at next 
dance what format people would like, consider celidh. Also ask membership at classes. ? 
more of a family event with, say 2 celidh dances and 1 more complex dances. In the future 
Copdock, Pinewood, Tower Hall, Tatttingstone were all suggested as possibilities.  
 
AOB 
 
Libby W will be able to arrange Caledonian Reelers for less than usual. ? Spring Dance – to 
be considered.  
 
Bridget Hague gave a brief report about St Andrews – it would be good to encourage other 
members to attend Summer School, or other study days in London or Norwich.  
 
The Chair thanked everyone for attending. 
 
With attendance being low at the AGM, it was suggested that the AGM could be held at a 
class? Bredfield – Luckenbooth holds theirs in about 15 minutes before one meeting. This 
would increase attendance, and reduce cost, as there would be no need for a separate hall 
hire just for the AGM.  
 
Meeting closed 20:30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


